
Developmental Editing Plan 

Dear Redacted Author Name, 

I've reviewed your draft introduction of “The Fourth Grade Teacher’s Guide to AI” and identified several 
opportunities to strengthen this opening chapter to better serve your target audience and the book's purpose. 
This is a strong draft with sound research, an overall informative and friendly tone, and a solid structure. Below 
is my developmental editing plan outlining key areas for revision. Don’t worry, at this stage of development, 
this number of suggestions is completely normal! 

Strengths 

Before diving into revision suggestions, I want to celebrate your clear enthusiasm for the subject and 
your breadth of knowledge regarding AI's impact on education. Your commitment to preparing 
educators for technological change comes through clearly. 

Revision Opportunities 

1. Establish Clear Purpose Early 

Your introduction currently takes a bit of a scenic route to the book's purpose, which doesn't appear until 
paragraph 9. I recommend: 

Moving a clear statement of purpose to the first or second paragraph 

Opening with the specific challenges fourth-grade teachers face regarding AI in their classrooms 

Explicitly stating how this book will help solve these challenges 

2. Define the Specific Problem 

While you explore AI's broad implications for education, the introduction doesn't clearly identify the 
specific problems this book addresses for fourth-grade teachers. Consider: 

Articulating the unique challenges fourth-grade teachers face when introducing AI concepts 

Identifying the gaps in current resources for elementary educators teaching AI literacy 

Explaining why fourth grade is a pivotal time to introduce these concepts 

3. Focus Content on Your Specific Audience 

The current introduction includes material that, while interesting, doesn't directly serve fourth-grade 
teachers. I suggest: 

Filtering all content through the lens of "How does this help a fourth-grade teacher?" 

Replacing philosophical discussions with practical classroom scenarios 



Converting general AI history into age-appropriate context fourth-grade teachers can use with their 
students 

4. Address Age-Appropriate Considerations 

The introduction doesn't acknowledge the developmental stage of 9-10 year olds, which is crucial 
information for your audience. Consider adding: 

Insights into how fourth graders typically understand and interact with technology 

Cognitive and social development considerations for this age group 

Examples of age-appropriate AI concepts and activities 

5. Create a Consistent Voice and Perspective 

The introduction shifts between pronouns ("we," "you," "they," "one"), creating distance between you and your 
reader. I recommend: 

Adopting a consistent second-person perspective ("you") to speak directly to teachers 

Or maintaining a consistent first-person plural ("we") to create community 

Whichever approach you choose, maintaining it consistently throughout 

6. Align Tone with Practical Purpose 

The current tone is more academic than practical, which may not resonate with busy classroom teachers. 
Consider: 

Adopting a more conversational, colleague-to-colleague tone 

Reducing theoretical language in favor of practical, action-oriented phrasing 

Speaking as an experienced guide rather than a distant academic 

7. Include Concrete Examples 

The introduction contains many abstract statements without supporting examples. I suggest: 

Adding 2–3 specific classroom scenarios illustrating AI use in fourth-grade settings 

Including brief teacher testimonials or case studies if available 

Describing a "day in the life" of a fourth-grade classroom successfully integrating AI concepts 

8. Provide a Clear Roadmap 

Readers need to know what to expect from the book. Consider adding: 

A brief overview of each chapter's focus 



Callout boxes highlighting key tools or techniques covered 

A statement about how the book is organized (by skill or by subject area) 

Next Steps 

I believe these revisions will significantly strengthen your introduction, making it more engaging and 
immediately useful to your target audience. I suggest starting with points 1 and 2 (establishing purpose and 
defining the problem), as these changes will help guide your approach to the other revisions. 

Would you like to discuss any of these suggestions before proceeding with revisions? I'm happy 
to elaborate on any point or provide examples if that would be helpful. 

Looking forward to seeing the next draft, 

Gabriella Jones-Monserrate 
Monserrate Manuscripts, LLC


